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This powerful and emotive contemporary cinematic telling of the story 
of Pauline Viardot unlocks heightened contemporary themes of race, 
creativity, genre roles and polyamory that traverse the operatic 
traditions of two centuries and created an opportunity for a one of a 
kind cinematic exploration of performance, music, choreography and 
design. 

 



















Evocation beyond fearlessly delivers a powerful emotional blend 
that harnesses cinematic innovation and re-imagines operatic 
tradition to deliver a moving testament to one woman’s courage, 
talent and willingness to entertain, fascinate, and outrage society 
with her passionate desire to live life to the fullest possible extent.



During the 19th century till today the Prima Donna in opera, like any woman of 
independent voice, has become the symbol of female independence and success 
and thus become a site for social control and containment. 







Pauline Viardot navigated this centuries-old 
tradition, which demonized publicly vocal 
women, and created a new image of the 
woman-artist, subtly subverting norms for 
female and social behavior. 



An accomplished 
actress among other 
things, Viardot 
successfully performed 
the roles of social 
woman and was the 
inspiration of literary 
heroine and prima 
donna. 





She developed and 
authored hundreds of 
musical compositions, 
many of which are 
re-emerging and being 
played now as part of 
the ‘recent’ 21st 
century rush to 
re-discover Pauline 
Viardot. 



By crafting her own image 
rather than allowing society to 
stigmatize or vilify her, 
Pauline’s success was 
chronicled in contemporary 
literature written by women 
who viewed prima donnas as 
spokespersons for the female 
plight.





Her successful negotiation of these roles 
allowed her to carve out a unique position 
in her contemporary society, a position 
that allowed her to teach at the Paris 
Conservatory, support the careers of 
budding male musicians, garner the 
respect of royalty, publish and perform her 
own musical compositions, and live a long, 
fulfilling life-carving out a model for 
feminist self fulfillment that still applies 
two centuries later. 



EVOCATION proudly delivers that 
message of fulfillment in this creative 
celebration of Pauline Viardot’s 
revolutionary artistic life on film. 










